should be on providing
s that belp to alleviate pain

v, at the June 5 As-
=alth and Senior Services
hearing, expert testimony
ed to assure the commit-
s that patients suffering
pain can be administered
care that focuses on manag-
symptoms,such as reducing
and anxiety.
morally wrong and barbaric
“suffering” as an excuse to
‘sufferers” the legal ngﬁt
a lethal prescription from
gﬁysmian for the purpose of
ministering and thus “kﬂlmg
goal should beto prevent the
s pain and prolong his or her
g” is never a loving solu-

2o vote “NO” on this proposed

Jill A. White,
Hamilton

teachiers from
requirement
this quote in the article
ors reconsider N.J. teacher
requirement” (June 18):
ere was a consequence Chris-
wd the law’s sponsors didn’t see
ccording to lawmakers.
me a barrier for New Jersey
districts to attract young
ve teachers, administrators
n potential superintendents
live in nearby states.”
W is it possible that legislators

under consideration, The Times
ed an editorial in favor of
stupid hiring restriction (“N.J.
cy requirements for public
rs makes sense for taxpayers,”
23, 2011).
the time, I was the director of
z=man resources for alocal school
Iwrote aletter to the editor
specifically that the legislation
d narrow the choices of school
cts when it came to hiring the
; ible candidates for teaching

could have told the Legislature the
same thing.

1 also sent alefter to the Leglsla—
ture requesting that the legislation

‘not be passed.

This measure is just one of the
many ways the Christie administra-
tion has damaged the educational

. prospects of New Jersey chﬂdren.

heart and suppor!; for the new Iegls}a-
tion, 82169 would be appreciated.

Russ Walsh,

Morrisville, Pa.

Arbitration cap measure
well on its way

The New Jersey General Assembly
provided a good example of how
government is supposed to werk
last Monday, when both sides came
together and approved legislation
that restores a 2 percent cap on the

~ amount arbitrators can award police -

and firefighters when contract nego-
tiations stall.
The original law, enacted in 2011,
expired April 1.

There is no question that the arbi-

* tration cap, in conjunction with the

property tax cap, has been successful
in helping keep property taxlenes
down. .

According to the Public Employ-
ment Relations Commission, the
average raise awarded by arbitrators
after the cap was in place dropped o
1.6 percent in 2013 from 3.8 percent
in 2009.

At the same time, the average
property tax increase last year was
1.7 percent.

In 2012, it was 1.6 percent, down
from 2.4 percent in 2011, a sharp con-
trast with 2004 through 2006, when

rates increased at least 7 percent

each year.
Thanks to the diligent efforts of

_ the governor and Assembly speaker, '

a compromise was reached that
will restore the arbitration cap. It

is fair to all parties involved and is
as generous as we can be with our
police officers and firefighters while
still guarding the taxpayers best
interests.

I am grateful that common sense
prevailed and we were able to see
past political lines and pass a bill that
implements a beneficial and essen- *

-tial law.

Declan O’Scanlion,
Red Bank
The writer is a prime sponsor of
both the original arbitration cap law

, and A3424, the measure approved

last Monday. It now heads to the Sen-
ate for consideration. He is Assembly

- Republican budget officer and repre-
- senisthe 13th District.

- important and most contested is-
- sues in a divorce case. My practice

N.J. alimony reform

- must be fair to both sides

Alimony is often one of the most

o

rpaton

requires metorepresentmenand
women, alimony payers and alimony
recipients. Consequenily, I have ana-
lyzed the New .Iersey &hmwshm

Suw (0 ?OW

s&ées '%f the @ﬁmﬁ,

The current statute works well
‘when properly argued by counsel
and analyzed by the judges. That
being said, I also recognize that the
law can be improved. One area of po-
tential improvement can be when the
paying spouse retires in good faith
and therefore experiences a reduc-
tion in his or herincome.

Admittedly, the current law pro-

. vides conflicting guidance on this

topic. :
The Family Law Exzecutive Com-

_ mittee of the New Jersey State Bar

Association, of which I am a member,
has been committed to achieving eg-

_ uitable and well-reasoned reforms to

the body of New Jersey alimony law.
‘We have worked with the Legislature
and have met with members of the
New Jersey alimony reform move-
ment. We have advocated for changes
that are fair to both parties and -
which are not motlvated by personal
agendas.

There can be no doubt that the
“reforms” advocated by groups such
as New Jersey Alimony Reform serve
1o benefit no other than the payer
of spousal support (letier, “Alimony
reform bill should be approved,” June
8).
. Thelaws of the state of New Jersey
must remain neutral and mustbe
applied considering the specific facts
and circumstances of each case.No
two families in New Jersey are alike.
Therefore, no two divorces are alike. =
‘We should not adopt a cookie-cutter
approach that ignores the unique
differences of each family coming

before the famﬁy court. :
: T. Sandberg Durst, Esq 5
: Trenton
The writer is attorney/owner ofThe
Durst Firm LLC.
Some are amazed :
by Cantor defeat

" House Majority Leader Eric Can-
tor’s defeat rested on the issue of
immigration, which a large number
of the American people now oppose
(“With Cantor’s defeat, ambition runs
high in House GOP,” June 12). :
‘What's amazing is that Rep. Cantor

spent nearly $5 million in hiscam- .

paign, while winner ]zawd Brat spem;
only $200,000.

ChipR. Baldwm,\
« Pennington




